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Meet Me In Texas! 


By VERNON LYNCH 
President Texas Kappa 
Sam Houston State Teachers College 


+o 


Yes, meet me in Texas, Pi Kappa Deltans on a one way ticket. 
You will like Texas—what you see of her. Perhaps you will change 
your address and stay in the pines of the east, among the Davis 
Mountains of the west, or in the throbbing spirit of the plains. Only 
come! 
Enter where you will; you cannot 
forget or regret it. Potentially rich 
beyond speculation, robed with the 
forests and meadows of an empire, 
Texas is justly proud of her heritage. 
Multiplied thousands of acres in 
sprawling receptiveness are a challenge 
to the strong; the weak have not come. 


Here is the margin on which met 

and deadlocked the cultures of Old 

Spain and New England in the strug- 

gle known to the world as the Texas 

Revolution in 1836. Dear to Texans 

are the Alamo, mission tomb of heroes, 

and La Bahia mission at Goliad. From 

La Bahia’s walls the first flag of the 

Texas Republic was unfurled. Hal- 

lowed is the soil of San Jacinto battle- 

field, where Sam Houston rang the FRANK C. McANEAR 

death knell of Mexican dominance in Governor 

the Southwest. Lower Mississippi Province 
In all the holiday grandeur of the 

Centennial celebration you will see the jewelled cities of the Blue- 

bonnet State. Following U. S. Highway 75 into Denison from the 
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THE ALAMO 


Founded by the Spaniards as Mission San Antonio de Valero in 1718. Afterwards 
it became Alamo (cottonwood, from a tree nearby). Later it was used as a military 
garrison and was occupied by the Mexicans after they defeated the Spaniards in 
1826. It was taken from the Mexicans by Texans under Col. Ben Milam in 1835. 
Zarly in 1886 the Mexicans, 4000 strong, attacked the fort. The Texans held until 
March 6, on which date the victors entered to find only dead men. 
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north, slipping past Sherman into Dallas and the wake of S. M. U.’s 
famed Mustangs, a halt is needed for reconnoitering. Inextricably 
joining with growing bonds, urban and industrious, Dallas and Fort 
Worth lie side by side. Here the bellow and shuffle of stockyards 
are echoing and reechoing in the grind and clash of rising factories. 
Here it is that the gala Exposition reaches its peak. 

For those who enter from the West, sedate Austin awaits. State 


capitol, and warm as the heart of a Southern queen should be, she 


stands in quiet beauty on the brink of a jungle of hills on one hand, 
while on the other lies the rich black soil that drew the staunchest 
manhood in the nation. Sheltered in silence reminiscent of bygone 
days reposes the old French Embassy, harking back to the hour of 
the Republic. Not far away is the great educational institution that 
is the University of Texas. 

And thirty miles from Austin is beautiful San Mareos, with her 
aroma of Mexico and 
artery of highways serv- 
ing San Antonio, Dallas 
and that region. 

If you are a far-west- 
erner, you may want to 
enter Texas at El Paso 
on Highway 80 and tra- 
verse the delightful Da- 
vis Mountains on U. 8. 
Highway 290, quitting 
that at San Antonio and 
following U. 8S. 90 into 
Houston. 


San Antonio will en- 
chant you. Half Span- 
ish, half paradise of 
wonders, nowhere will 
urbanity overwhelm. 
Time moves slowly 
where siestas invite you. 
Those coming from 
Arkansas and above ws asesiala: wiateeaiamaliis: Gan: dina 
may wish to enter at 
Texarkana on Highway Built in 1722 and recently restored to its original 
67, thence to touch Kil- coe eae San Antonio and near San Fer- 
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gore, magic seat of the world’s greatest crude oil field. Here flows a 
liquid stream of wealth that was the genii and the Aladdin that 
sired the city. 

The Southeasterner will see scenic Nacogdoches, brimful with pleas- 
ant Spanish recollections. She stands hidden in pines that defy des- 
eription, and the words of Stark Young, as he looked into a Texas 
night and harkened to the voice of ‘‘those near, bright stars of the 
southern land,’’ are peculiarly fitting here. 

Then there is erudite Huntsville, on U. S. Highway 75. She shel- 
ters pridefully the home of the great Sam Houston, soldier and first 
president of the Republic. Entombed beneath the hills in the ceme- 
tery there lie the earthly remains of this first Texan. Here, too, 
is the site of Sam Houston State Teachers College, oldest teacher 
training institution west of the Mississippi and home of the Kappa 
Chapter, your host. 

Seventy miles southward rests metropolitan Houston, convention 
city of Pi Kappa Delta and Texas’ largest city. Her unique ship 
channel is an outlet to the world into which pours the produce of a 
major part of six millions of people. Nineteen railroads converge 
in her union station, and over all flits the famed Owl of Rice Institute. 

Galveston, ‘‘Playground of the Southwest,’’ may receive you if 
you arrive by ship. Second cotton port in the world, hers is a pic- 
turesque history. Once her island shore was the retreat of pirate 
Jean Lafette, ‘‘Lord of Campeachy.’’ But you'll forget the day of 
the corsairs on the refreshing sands of the beach. An entire day of 
the convention will be devoted to fun in Galveston. Bring your bath- 
ing suits, buddies! 

And after the convention is over, take two days more to visit the 
magic valley of the Rio Grande. Here one finds the greatest citrus 
fruit orchards in the world. Then ‘‘step’’ across the river to Old 
Mexico and see another civilization—the ancient strangely mixed 
with the modern. 

You cannot afford to miss the opportunity of coming to Texas to 
Pi Kappa Delta’s greatest convention city! 


NOTICE THAT RULE ABOUT THE DEAD LINE FOR SEND- 
ING IN ENTRIES FOR THE CONVENTION CONTESTS. THEY 
MUST BE MAILED SO AS TO SHOW A POST-MARK NOT LAT- 
ER THAN MARCH 15! 
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Professor Boody Pointed My Nose 
Toward the Stage 


SPENCBR TRACY 
a 


Professor Boody pointed my nose in the direction of the stage by 
making me join his debating club. It didn’t take me long to find 
out that debating was not a thing to be dreaded, but an activity to 
be enjoyed. I became a member of Pi Kappa Delta at Ripon College. 
My enthusiasm for debating increased 
until, prompted by Professor Boody, 

I formed a dramatic club known as the 
Campus Players. 

Here my real interest in acting as a 
profession began. We put on several 
successful plays, and through them I 
found that acting was good hard work 
as well as play. However, I talked it 
over with Professor Boody and my 
none-to-approving father, and decided 
to go to the American Academy of 
Dramatie Arts in New York. 

I was born in Milwaukee. When | 
was sixteen, we moved to Kansas City. 

Then we moved back to Milwaukee and 
I finished up at West Side High 
School. The war came, and I tried to 
enlist in the Marine Corps. But they SPENCER TRACY 
found out I was only seventeen. Then 

I learned they would take me in thenavy, so I enlisted there. 

After the war I attended two military academies. Then came two 
years at Ripon College. That was where I met Professor Boody, 
who really started me in the direction of a career. He made me like 
debating. That developed the urge to act. 

One day when I was short of funds during my study at the Ameri- 
ean Academy of Dramatic Arts, I went to the Theatre Guild and ap- 
plied for a job. I don’t know just why they gave it to me. My 
first appearance was in ‘‘R. U. R.’’ at a salary of fifteen dollars a 
week—of which I had drawn eating money in advance. I took to it 
apparently. Soon I was drawing forty dollars a week and feeling 


Continued on page 39 
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Spencer Tracy at Ripon 


By H. P. ROODY 
Professor of Speech, Ripon College, Wisconsin Alpha 


> 


Spencer Tracy was at Ripon College during the years 1919-21. He 
early manifested an interest in Speech and during the two years he 
was here took all the speech courses we were offering including pub- 
lie speaking, debate, and dramaties. I think he is perfectly right in 
saying that he really found himself in these courses and before he 
left Ripon it became perfectly clear in his mind what he wanted to 
accomplish in life. 

First, | think, in the public speaking 
class he learned that he could control 
the minds and emotions of a group. 
I remember very vividly the occasions 
when we were working on problems of 
impression his speeches would actually 
leave the class in tears. His dramatic 
instinet was shown in his surpassing 
ability in telling a story. There was 
always the proper sequence of events, 
the gradual rise to a climax, the ecare- 
fully chosen ending. 

In his second year at Ripon I urged 
Tracy to come out for debate. He was 
one of a group of unusual ability. In 
that forensic group were: Sylvester 
Toussaint, now Professor of Speech at 
Monmouth College and first vice-presi- 
dent of Pi Kappa Delta; Curtis Mac- 
Dougall, now a Ph.D., and author of 
Reporting for Beginners; Harold 
Bumby, successful business man and mayor of the city of Ripon; and 
Bruno Jacob, organizer and secretary of the National Forensic 
League. 

During that season Spencer Tracy was teamed with Curtis Mac- 
Dougall and Harold Bumby and debated against Northland and Car- 
roll in Wisconsin; North-Central, Illinois Wesleyan, and Lake Forest 
in Illinois; Hamline in Minnesota; and Colby and Bowdoin in Maine. 
This was a strong team as everyone who heard them debate testified 
and as judges’ decisions indicated. Everywhere the team went Spen- 


H. P. BOODY 
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cer Tracy made a favorable impression. His personality was strong; 
his speaking was persuasive. 

In dramaties Tracy first distinguished himself in the one-act play 
‘*The Valiant ;’’ it was the play he used for a tryout when he sought 
admission to The American Academy of Dramatic Arts, and peeuliar- 
ly it foreshadowed the general type of character in which he has 
been cast throughout his stage career. Later in his college course he 
played leading roles in ‘‘Sweet Lavender’’ and ‘The Truth.’’ Be- 
cause possibly of his military training, perhaps through natural in- 
stinet, Tracy always manifested unusual poise. He could stand still, 
remain in character, and do nothing but act. He was quick to mem- 
orize lines and was punctual at rehearsals. 

As Spencer himself says, he didn’t always see the sense in ‘‘educa- 
tion,’’ and in some courses he was more or less of a problem. The 
Dean frequently had to jack him up on attendance. But when it 
came to anything on the stage he was right there. In speech classes 
he found his element and through them evidently got his chart and 
compass for a career. 


PROFESSOR BOODY POINTED MY NOSE TOWARDS 
THE STAGE 


Continued from page 37 


like a star. After some experience in stock, I got a job in Ethel 
Barrymore’s ‘‘ Royal Fandango’’ company. 

After this and a few stock engagements, | went back to the Theatre 
Guild, no longer an apprentice. We put on ‘‘ Baby Cyclone,’’ ‘‘ Whis- 
pering Friends,’’ ‘‘Dread,’’ ‘‘Conflict,’’ and ‘‘The Last Mile.’’ I 
played Killer Mears in the latter and that really started me off. It 
Was a great part. 

In facet, that’s how I got on the screen. I played my first screen 
role in ‘‘Down the River.’’ There have been a lot sinee—‘‘ Quick 
Millions,’’ ‘‘Disorderly Conduet,’’ ‘‘The Power and the Glory,’’ 
“Sky Devils,’’ ‘‘Shanghai Madness’’—plenty of them. 

Then Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer signed me on a long-term contract. 
My first picture was ‘‘ Murder Man,’’ and now I’m to do ‘‘Riff Raff’’ 
with Jean Harlow. 

I play polo rather well, I have a San Fernando Valley ranch, and 
raise chickens, turkeys, and children. I find a lot of joy in family 
life, and a lot of joy in my work and in Hollywood. 

I am very much interested in the Forensic of Pi Kappa Delta 
and feel honored to have it take an interest in my career. I hope my 
story will encourage future students in forensies. 
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Convention Contest Rules 


—@— 


HIGH LIGHTS OF THE CONTEST RULES 


1. Eligibility rule: Contestants must be undergraduates with 
not more than four years of participation in forensics, and must be 
members of Pi Kappa Delta or must have sent in a tentative applica- 
tion for membership accompanied by the initiation fee. 

2. An official copy of each oration, not over 1500 words, must be 
in the hands of the secretary by March Ist. 

3. Entry blanks must be mailed so as to show a post-mark not 
later than March 15. 

4. Free substitution of debaters is to be allowed from round to 
reund. That means that a chapter may use one team on the affirma- 
tive and another on the negative if it wishes to do so. 

5. There will be six preliminary rounds of debate instead of five. 

6. The women’s extempore topic, ‘‘The American Stage,’’ will also 
include the legitimate stage, the movies, and radio plays. 


oe 
RULES FOR CONVENTION CONTESTS 


Note 1. Each delegate attending the convention must pay a reg- 
istration fee of $2.00. This covers the banquet ticket, all meetings 
and contests, and an official copy of Winning Debates and speeches 
for each chapter in attendance. 

Note 2. All competing chapters are obligated to provide at least 
one coach, or qualified judge, for assigned service in running the 
tournament. Permission to participate without bringing a judge 
must be obtained from the National President and shall require the 
payment of a $10 fee to aid in the expense of providing judges. 

Note 3. All entries must be sent to the National Secretary so as 
to show a postmark not later than March 15. Entries mailed later 
than that date will not be placed in the contests. The entry fee shall 
be $1.00 for each event entered, $6.00 if a chapter enters all the 
events. The fees shall be sent in with the entry blank. 

Note 4. All arrangements for individual contests not covered by 
the rules shall be in the hands of the individual contest committees 
and the Director of Tournaments. 


ELIGIBILITY 


Each contestant who represents a chapter shall be a bona fide un- 
dergraduate who has not already had four years of participation 
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previous to 1935-36, and shall be a member of Pi Kappa Delta or shall 
have filed his membership application with the National Secretary 
and sent in his initiation fees. This rule applies to all contests. 


ORATORY 


1. Contestants. Each Pi Kappa Delta chapter may enter one 
orator in the men’s and one in the women’s contest. 

2. Orations. Orations shall not exceed 1500 words in length and 
shall contain not more than 150 words of quotations. All quota- 
tions shall appear definitely as such in the delivery. Each contestant 
shall send a typewritten copy of his oration to the National Seere- 
tary, together with his entrance fee, not later than March 1, 1936. 

3. Preliminary Contests. Preliminary contests shall be held sim- 
ultaneously, the number of such contests being determined by the 
number of contestants entered, it being provided that not more than 
eight speakers shall appear on one program. 

4. Semi-final Contests. The twenty-one orators having the sum 
of their rankings in the first three preliminary rounds lowest shall 
enter the semi-finals. 

5. Final Contests. The seven orators having the sum of their 
rankings in the first four rounds lowest shall enter the finals. The 
final winners shall be determined by taking the total of the rank- 
ings in all five rounds. 

6. Method of Judging. Each judge shall mark the speakers first, 
second, third, ete., giving the first place speaker a percentage grade 
of 100 and the lowest speaker a percentage grade of 70 sealing the 
other speakers between these limits. No judge shall tie two speakers 
for any place. Any orator ranked first by a majority of the judges 
shall be awarded first place. If no orator is thus ranked first, the 
rankings of each orator shall be totalled, and the orator having the 
lowest sum of ranks shall be awarded first place, the orator having 
the next lowest sum shall be ranked second, ete. Ties shall be broken 
by re-ranking those concerned in the tie without regard to the other 
speakers in the contest. If this fails, the tie shall be broken by using 
the percentage markings. 

7. Prizes. Suitable prizes shall be awarded to the winners of 
first, second, and third places in the final contest. 


EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING 


1. Contestants. Each Pi Kappa Delta chapter may enter one 
speaker in the men’s and one in the women’s contest. 

2. Subjects. At least two months before the Convention, the Na- 
tional Council shall announce a general subject for each contest. 
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3. Preliminary, Semi-final, and Final Contests. The rules for 
these contests shall be the same as those for oratory. 

4. Length of Speeches. Speeches shall not be less than six min- 
utes nor more than eight minutes for main speeches and two minutes 
for the answer to the question. 

d. Questioning. In all contests, the question and answer method 
shall be used. While the speaker is delivering his speech, all other 
contestants will prepare a question on the former’s topic. When the 
speaker concludes his main speech, one of the contestants will be 
asked to propound his question. The speaker will then be given two 
minutes to answer the question. Each contestant shall ask and each 
speaker shall answer but one question. The order of questioning shall 
be arranged by the contest committee and shall be kept seeret from 
the contestants. 

6. Notes and Quoted Matter. No speaker shall be permitted more 
than 100 words of notes. No speaker shall use more than 200 words 
of quoted matter. Quotations may be either read or memorized. 

7. Prizes. Suitable awards will be given winners of first, second, 
and third places in the final contests. 


DEBATE 


1. Contestants. Each chapter may enter one team in each con- 
test. A team may consist of two or more persons. 

2. Question. The official Pi Kappa Delta question shall be used 
in all contests. 

3. Substitutions. There shall be free substitution of debaters 
from round to round providing the names of those to be used are in- 
cluded on the entry lists. 

4. Speeches. Each debater shall have two speeches, one of ten 
minutes and one of five. The affirmative shall introduce the con- 
structive and the negative shall introduce the refutation speeches. 

5. Eliminations. All teams will take part in the first six rounds 
of debate, after whieh all teams having two or more defeats will be 
eliminated. No results will be announced until after the sixth round. 

6. Sides. Each team must debate both sides of the question. 
Whenever possible, teams will be required to alternate sides in sue- 
ceeding rounds. 

7. Prizes. Suitable prizes will be awarded winners of first and 
second places in each tournament. 


The General Topies for the National Contests in Extempore Speak- 
ing. 
For men: The International Relations of the United States 
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For women: The American Stage 

The topics were selected by the National Council. Each member 
proposed one or more topics; these were tabulated and then ranked 
by the members of the Council. This is the way they voted: 


McCarty 
Toussaint 
O’Connell 
Bohman 


For Men 

The International Rela- 
tions of the U. S 

The 1936 Political Cam- 


Around the World with Cen- 
tralization of Government.... 
The Future of Democracy.... 
“New Deal’ Legislation 
Might and Right in Business 2 
Young Man of America 
Builds a Home 

Controlling the Sale of 
Spirituous Liquors 


For Women 

The American Stage 
Academic Freedom of Amer- 
ican Colleges and Univer- 
sities 

The 1936 Political Campaign 9 
Women in Political Office....4 
Women, the College 
Curriculum 

American Pioneers: 1936 


WRN BR WER ivsisdscncnccccesenes 5 
Regionalism in American * 

3 5 
Women in Athletics - ¢ 


G. W. FINLEY, 
Nat’l Secretary. 
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BOB SATTERLEE WINS MICHIGAN EXTEMPORE 

Robert Satterlee, Michigan Theta, 
Battle Creek, won the men’s extempore 
state contest held at Michigan State 
College November 26. Thirteen col- 
leges were represented. Two topics 
were used in the men’s contest, The 
Italo-Ethiopian Situation and the 1936 
presidential campaign. Western State, 
Michigan State Normal and Albion 
were awarded the other places in the 
order given. 

Miss Esther Etkin of Wayne won 
the women’s contest. The women spoke 
on new trends in education and social 
security. Western State Teachers, Al- 
bion, and Michigan State Normal, 

ROBERT SATTERLEE again won the next three places. 
Michigan Theta Mr. Satterlee, the winner of the 
men’s contest, is a senior of four years 
forensic experience. He holds the de- 
gree of special distinction in both oratory and debate. He is also 
president of the Student Government Association at Battle Creek. 
Mr. Satterlee expects to speak in the national contests at Houston. 


SPECIAL RAILROAD RATES TO THE CONVENTION 


Once again the railroads are doing the right thing by us 
in the matter of special rates for the Houston convention. 
We are assured FARE AND ONE-THIRD on the certificate- 
identification plan. That means that every one who has a 
certificate, delegates and dependent members of their fam- 
ilies, and invited guests, will be entitled to buy a round trip 
ticket for one and one-third fare. Stop-overs will be allowed 
along the way and you may go by one route and return by 
another, and so you will be able to arrange for debates on 
the way. Certificates will be sent to all the chapters some 
time between now and the first of March. 

G. W. FINLEY. 
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The English Debaters Again 


-* 


Two debating teams representing English universities have been 
touring the United States this past fall again meeting our students 
upon the platform. The program of international debates, begun 
when Bates College of Maine crossed the Atlantic in 1921 and Ox- 
ford returned the visit the next year, has continued to date in an 
unbroken series. The interest in these debates with our English cou- 
sins has encouraged debaters from other nations to visit our shores. 
We have had teams from Australia, Mexico, Canada, and other 
countries. This year a team from our own University of Hawaii, 
boasting of representatives of the various races most prominent in the 
Islands, is making a tour. 

The Oxford team scheduled twenty-six debates. Its itinerary called 
for debates in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Missouri, Oklahoma, and the 
South. It meets six Pi Kappa Delta institutions, Minnesota Gamma 
and Epsilon at Gustavus Adolphus and St. Thomas; Missouri Alpha 
and Theta at Westminister and Kirksville Teachers; Illinois Eta at 
Normal University; and Oklahoma Beta at Tulsa. The Cambridge 
teams toured the Atlantic Coast and the middle west, meeting the 
Michigan Delta debaters at Michigan State. These debates attracted 
much interest and drew good crowds. They have built up a repu- 
tation for being lively and animated discussions. People turn out to 
hear the authentic Oxford accent or to listen to the English wise- 
cracks. 

Much has been written about the influence of the English debat- 
ing system. The writer has listened to a number of these interna- 
tional debates, has followed the comment on these contests in the col- 
lege and professional press, and has discussed them with those who 
have participated in them. While the appraisal which follows is 
necessarily personal, the opinion reflected is not his alone. 

The first impression which affects the American observer is the 
outstanding quality of the English representatives. They have uni- 
formly been men and women of character and personality, including 
the son of the premier and a descendant of Sir Walter Scott. They 
frequently are the outstanding university representatives of the na- 
tion. They have usually been graduates, men who have already 
established themselves as leaders, often young writers who have pub- 
lished in English magazines. Ramsay Macdonald’s son was elected 
to Parliament while he was touring this country. As they have been 
chiefly men who have finished their education, they have been slight- 
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ly older than our own representatives. Many of them come with a 
background gained from European travel. 

Most of them have welcomed their American trip as an opportun- 
ity to visit the United States. In order to make their trip possible 
they have been willing to meet a number of American colleges and 
universities. This has required them to discuss several questions. 
The subjects debated have ranged from the serious to the ridiculous, 
from our relations with the league of nations to the question of 
whether or not we should pity our grandchildren. One inevitable 
result of this broad discussion program has been that the English 
debaters have frequently talked on topies which they had studied 
but little and concerning which they did not pretend to know much. 

These discussions of topics to which intent study had not been 
given has had its effect upon the nature of the debate. The English 
debaters have emphasized personality more than information. They 
talk in an intelligent, easy, individual manner emphasizing personal 
opinion more than a logical analysis of the available evidence. There 
is a greater attempt to entertain than to inform. Wise-cracking is 
frequent and now eagerly looked forward to by the average Ameri- 
ean audience. ‘*The Lord created monkeys with tails, but left man 
to draw his own conelusions,’’ one Britisher remarked. John Royle 
of the recent Cambridge team suggested of one of the Michigan 
State debaters that he ‘‘would have been better had he put less fire 
in his speech and more of his speech in the fire.’’ 

We have been told that this lively, personal, witty type of dis- 
cussion is characteristic of the English debate and marks the differ- 
ence between the American and British style in forensics. Undoubt- 
edly it does. In part, however, it grows necessarily out of the fact 
that the English debater does not take the platform with the mass of 
information at his command which is characteristic of the better 
American college speaker. He could of course make the same type of 
preparation. That he does not results as much from the fact that 
for him his American trip is largely a vacation and a sight seeing 
tour and that to make it possible he has to discuss a number of 
questions as from a difference in forensic style. 

While the English debates have more audience appeal and us- 
ually demonstrate that the British students are better speakers as 
far as audience appeal is concerned, the American students have not 
infrequently met them at their own style and more than held their 
own. The American student, often characterized by a flippant air, 
does not have to yield ground in a contest of sarcasm, wit, and wise- 
cracking. He generally feels, however, that while such exchanges are 
all right for entertainment, they do not help much towards an in- 
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telligent settlement of the question before the house. The general 
impression is that the American style of debating, with all its tire- 
some recital of evidence and close application of logic, is more ef- 
fective. 


The following editorial comment from The Aquin of the College of 
St. Thomas apropos of the recent debate there with the Oxford team, 
has been the characteristic American estimate through the fourteen 
years of English forensic invasions: 


“The debate proved one thing definitely, and that was that the 
American style of debating is far superior to the English style. 
The style of this country, of course, is to confine one’s argu- 
ments to specific issues, while the European manner is to side- 
step the opponents’ issues and bring up several minor points 
along with a bit of humor. The last point, that is the humor 
idea, really brought out the difference in the two systems more 
than any other one thing. The American debate is generally a 
serious thing meant for educating the audience while the Eng- 
lish idea is to entertain.” 


The British visitors have usually been willing to schedule debates 
with any institution which can meet their financial requirements. 
For example, the recent Oxford team met the alumni association of 
a junior college. A contest with an eight hundred years old institu- 
tion from across the seas has an appeal, especially to many of our 


young American institutions which have in many eases less than a 
half a century behind them. The prestige of Oxford and Cambridge 
and the novelty of an international debate have made these visiting 
teams very popular opponents. While they require a financial guar- 
antee to cover their expenses, many institutions have found the in- 
vestment a profitable one. Two thousand attended the Cambridge 
debate at Wayne University. Besides the financial gain, these de- 
bates have often furthered forensics and increased student interest. 
The first enthusiasm over them has died down somewhat. Ameri- 
ean forensic leaders are not taking them too seriously any more. At 
first it was suggested that the American style would be reformed 
along English lines. While they have undoubtedly helped to make 
the American student more conscious of his obligations to his audience 
and to relieve the deadly seriousness and rapid fire of statistical infor- 
mation characteristic of our debates, they have left the essential nature 
of the native intercollegiate contest unaltered. Perhaps, in part, this is 
due to the great emphasis on contest debates in tournaments now the 
chief feature of our forensic programs. The humorous, personal 
English style of discussion just does not hold its own against the 
more deadly American seriousness in a tournament. While the Eng- 
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lish style has helped us to improve our own, it has not caused us to 
abandon it. 

Many improvements have been made in the international program. 
The guarantees asked were too heavy originally. Three hundred dol- 
lars were demanded and received in some cases. It has been figured 
that one popular team of a few years ago took in enough to make 
possible its trip on around the world. The American visit was a 
profitable speaking tour for some of these early visitors. That has 
been changed now. The financial inducements now expected are 
more reasonable. 

The basis on which these international trips are maintained is dis- 
tasteful to the sense of justice of many Americans. The colleges and 
the public of the United States are asked to pay the freight both 
ways. We finance the visits of our English cousins to this country 
and also the return trips our own debaters make. As the English 
debaters usually represent families from the high economic levels, 
while our own have not infrequently been men who are working 
their own way through college, there is no reason why the debaters 
of each nation should not pay their own expenses, except perhaps 
that the American public is willing to pay to hear a speaker from 
one of the world famous old English universities, while the British 
public has no interest in many of the small colleges their speakers 
debate and have never heard of them. 

Perhaps, also, it is time to drop the clowning and give the debates 
a more serious turn. In fact, during the past few years the trend 
has been that way. It was suggested originally that the contests 
should promote international good will and understanding. Perhaps 
they have. Such serious discussions as the recent ones concerning 
the advantages of an unwritten constitution, such as the English, 
over a written one, such as the American, lead to a better under- 
standing of the differences in governments. 

The idea might be extended to other nations and more timely ques- 
tions discussed. If the language difficulties could be overcome, and 
they can, it might be very interesting to have Italian students defend 
Mussolini’s African policy before American student audiences. Many 
of us would be glad to hear a Japanese team justify its nation’s 
policy in the Orient. If Hitler cared to send representatives from 
German universities to discuss his treatment of the Jews, there are 
a number of American colleges who could put able debaters of He- 
brew ancestry on the platform against them. Such a debate would 
certainly not be dull. 





PI KAPPA DELTA 


National Officers Attend Speech 
Meeting In Chicago 


~o- 


President George McCarty and four of our national vice-presidents 
held a meeting to plan the program for the National Convention in 
Houston while they were attending the meeting of the National As- 
sociation of Teachers of Speech at the Hotel Stevens in Chicago, 
December 30 to January 1 inclusive. 

The nine hundred who attended this meeting made it the largest 
meeting of the teachers of speech ever held. The attendance was 
increased by meetings at the same time of the American Speech 
Correction Association and the National Theatre Conference. Ap- 
proximately one hundred twenty-five speakers took part in the pro- 
gram. Forensic tournaments received attention, both in the formal 


discussion groups and in the informal hall-way comment. 


The program presented at the gathering was an interesting and 
varied one. Its major divisions were: Graduate Study; Oral In- 
terpretation; Rhetoric and Public Speaking; Coordinated Program 
ot School Groups; Theatre and Dramatic Art; Speech Correction ; 
Speech Science and Phoneties; Tests and Measurements; Curriculum 
Changes; Extra-Curricular Activities; College Fundamentals 
Courses; and Forensic Contests, Methods and Values. 

A partial list of Pi Kappa Delta coaches present follows: 

President George MeCarty, South Dakota State; S. R. Toussaint, 
Monmouth; W. V. O’Connell, Battle Creek; Forest Rose, Southeast 
Missouri State Teachers; George V. Bohman, Dakota Wesleyan; For- 
mer National President George R. R. Pflaum, Kansas State Teachers 
of Emporia; Former National Vice-President J. D. Menchhofer, 
Michigan State; Chas. 8. Templer, Hamline; Karl Mundt, Eastern 
State Teachers; Herbert Curry, Yankton; Dana T. Burns, Baldwin- 
Wallace; F. Byers Miller, Berea High School; Guy Eugene Oliver, 
North Central; J. W. Carmichael, Bowling Green; Theodore Hatlin, 
Franklin; Harry Thomas Wood, Michigan State Normal; D. W. 
Morris, University of Maine; Leroy T. Laase, Hastings; Vernon A. 
Utzinger, Carroll; C. C. Cunningham, Northwestern; Le Roy Lewis, 
Duke; and Everett Brown, Eureka, Kansas. 
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From the Fourfers 
SEVEN® STR( 


LORA BRYNING 


Puget Sound, Washington 
Alpha, second in debate at 
the Linfield tournament 
(1934) ; extempore speaker 
(1935). 


FROM 
CANADA 
TO 
MEXICO 


EGBERT RAY NICHOLS, 
JR. 


Redlands, California Al- 
pha, student representa- 
tive on the National Coun- 
cil. Competed at Lexing- 
ton (1934). Winner of ora- 
tory at Western Associa- 
tion of Teachers of Speech 
Tournament (1935). 
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rs of the Nation 


HAROLD W. HICKEY 


Colby, Maine Alpha. State 
champion high school de- 
bater (1931); debated at 
Lexington (1934); second 
in provincial oratory 
(1930). 


FROM THE 
GREAT LAKES 
TO THE 
GULF 


BETTY TEST 
Rollins, Florida Alpha. 
This will be her first trip 
to a National Convention. 


nvention at Houston 








52 THE FORENSIC OF 


DON SMITH 


Senior. Former editor and pres- 
ent business manager of the college 
paper. Four year debater. Has par- 
ticipated in two provincial contests 
and the last national at Lexington. 





GEORGE HENIGAN 


Senior. Former business manager 
and present editor of the college pa- 
per. Three years of debating. Ex- 
tempore speaker at the last national 
convention at Lexington. 





CARRYING DEBATE TO THE PEOPLE 


The forensic department of Northeast Missouri State Teachers Col- 
lege, Kirksville, Missouri, is one of the largest in quantity and qual- 
ity in the history of the college. 

Of the 659 students enrolled in the fall quarter, 58 are new mem- 
bers of the debate squad, 10 are veteran debaters who are members 
of Pi Kappa Delta, and 25 are participating in extempore speaking 
and oratory. A conservative estimate places from 15 to 20 percent of 
the entire student body engaged in oratory, debate and extempore 
speaking. 

Following is a pamphlet sent to schools, clubs, churches, ete., in 
Northeast Missouri which states the position taken by the Teachers 
College in regard to serving surrounding communities: 

‘‘Someone has said that the reason for hope in America 
in our present state of world affairs is that America wants 
Continued on page 60 








PI KAPPA DELTA a3 
THE WINFIELD TOURNAMENT 


Messrs. George Henigan and Don Smith of Kearney State Teachers 
College, Nebraska Zeta, won the men’s championship in the debate 
tournament at Southwestern College, Kansas Delta, December 6-7. 
The Nebraska team defeated Texas Technological College of Lubbock 
in the final contest. 

Two Pi Kappa Delta teams spoke in the finals of the women’s tour- 
nament, where Oklahoma Iota, 
Central State Teachers of Edmond, 
defeated Oklahoma Eta, East Central 
Teachers of Ada. Oklahoma Eta also 
won second in the junior college tour- 
nament, which was won by Seminole, 
Oklahoma. 


Miss Irene Buhler of Southwestern 
won the women’s oratorical contest 
and Paul Geren of Baylor, Texas Iota, 
won the men’s oratorical. 

Seven states were represented by 
speakers from fifty colleges. There 
were one hundred seventy-eight debate 
teams competing. The six hundred 
seventy-four debates handled in two 
days constitutes something of a record. 

Prof. Martin J. Holeomb, Illinois Xi 
of Augustana, brought a squad of four- Ganson dale 
teen eight hundred miles to compete. 





DEBATE SUBJECTS 


The annual survey of debate subjects taken by ‘‘Inter-collegiate 
Debates’’ reveals some interesting facts about the variety and popu- 
larity of debate subjects for this debate season. 

Of 105 colleges and universities reporting out of about 500 the 
Supreme Court is receiving attention from 101. The Socialized Medi- 
cine subject, chosen as the national high school subject, is being de- 
bated by 28 colleges and universities. League Sanctions stands third 
with 12. The others stand as follows: 

6. The campaign of 1936. 

5. Control of industry ; the Neutrality Policy. 

4. The Constitution, written or unwritten. 








54 THE FORENSIC OF 


3. Coeducation; the Agricultural Adjustment Act; Cotton Con- 
trol Program; Right of Expanding States to Control Weaker Na- 
tions ; Nationalization of Munitions; the Relief or Government Spend- 
ing Program. 

2. Compulsory R. O. T. C.; Economic Nationalism; Statehood for 
Hawaii; Italian Policy in Ethiopia; Limitation of Wealth by Taxa- 
tion; The New Deal; Old Age Pensions; Public Utilities; Socialism ; 
Social Security Legislation. 

1. Advertising; Canadian Wheat Control; Professional Athletics 
for Colleges; Reform of Constitution ; Credit ; Specialized vs. General 
Education ; Effective Use of Leisure; Emergency Powers; Fraternity 
System ; Jury System ; Married Women in Industry ; Styles; Olympic 
Games; Parole System; Federal Police Power, Extension of; Profit 
System; Propaganda; Sales Tax; Thirty Hour Week. 

The predominant position of the Pi Kappa Delta subject is quite 
apparent from this survey. Also the wide variety of subjects possi- 
ble for debate at this time is manifest. It is noticeable also, that out- 
side of the two national subjects chosen by organizations, the trend 
is to take subjects of current interest—subjects in the daily news. 

If the other four hundred colleges were heard from there might be 
an increase of interest in many of these subjects, but it is quite prob- 
able that the comparative popularity of the subjects would remain 
the same. 


PRACTICE TOURNAMENT IN SAN FRANCISCO 


The Practice Tournament sponsored by the Western Association 
of Teachers of Speech and conducted by Professors Joseph Baccus 
of the University of Redlands and Kenneth M. King of San Fran- 
cisco State Teachers’ College was held in San Francisco Nov. 25-27. 
The convention was a very successful one and several of the teachers 
and students taking part remained for the sessions of the Western 
Association of Teachers of Speech at the William Taylor Hotel held 
during the latter part of the same week. 

The contest results were as follows: 

Men’s Debate: Ist, University of Southern California; 2nd, Wil- 
lamette. 

Women’s Debate: Ist, Linfield; 2nd, College of Pacific. 

Junior College Debate: 1st, Bakersfield; 2nd, Glendale. 

Men’s Oratory: E. R. Nichols, Jr., University of Redlands; Mr. 
Brown, University of Denver; Mr. Fuller, University of Denver, tied 
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for first in two preliminary and final rounds, Mr. Nichols leading in 
the final round. 

Women’s Oratory: Gertrude Wachob, Bakersfield; Miss Whorley, 
Puget Sound, tied for first place. 3rd, Miss Marie Nichols, Bakers- 
field. 

Men’s Extempore Speaking: Ist, Paul Hammond, California In- 
stitute of Technology ; 2nd, Weston McIntosh, University of Redlands. 

Women’s Extempore Speaking: Ist, Miss Railsback, Linfield; 
2nd, Miss Bryning, Puget Sound. 

Interpretive Reading (Women): Miss Beth Botkin of University 
of Redlands and Miss Bard, San Francisco State College, tied for 
first. Miss Collins, San Francisco State, third. 

The following states were represented in the contests: Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Idaho, Oregon, Utah, and Washington. Thirty- 
three different colleges, universities and junior colleges sent repre- 
sentatives and contestants. There were 50 teams in the men’s var- 
sity, 21 women’s teams, and 30 lower division and junior college 
teams. Sixty-four men took part in the extempore contest and about 
35 men in oratory. The Pi Kappa Delta or Supreme Court subject 
was used in the debates and the decisions were 152 affirmative and 
146 negative. 


Charges that debaters are ‘‘sissies,’’ and no good for other activities 
are amply refuted by the scholastic records and activities of ten men 
on the Trinity, Texas Beta, squad. William Everheart is an all- 
conference guard on the football team, and number three man on the 
varsity tennis team. Stuart Lumpkins is number one man on the 
varsity tennis team, and four others are either squad men or reserves 
in tennis. Everheart is vice president of the student body and presi- 
dent of the Y. M. C. A. George Collins is editor of the college week- 
ly, and Ronald Hubbard is assistant business manager of the same 
organ. Collins and Neil Kirkpatrick are members of the student 
council. Joseph Copeland is president of the Players’ Club. William 
McCurdy is secretary to President Leach of the University, and a 
member of the University male quartette. Howard Rutherford is as- 
sistant cheer leader, and secretary to the Dean. Several members of 
the squad are regularly on the University Honor Roll. Under lead- 
ership of President Wm. McCurdy, Texas Beta chapter is planning 
an active year, and a large delegation to the Houston convention. 
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EDITOR’S PERSONAL PAGE 


Where inconsistencies cease from troubling and logic is at rest 


US «0 


What boots it thy pleasure? 
What profit thy parts? 

If one thing thou lackest, 
The art of all arts? 


The only credentials, 
Passport to success, 
Opens castle and parlor, 
Address, man, address. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


—~o- 


The reader of this issue will probably agree with the Editor that 
Southwestern and Kirksville Teachers got more than their share of 
space and publicity. They got it because they did some interesting 
things and sent accounts of them to the Forensic. One reader re- 
cently wrote that he noticed the Forensic tried to feature news of 
unusual forensic achievements. He sent in with his letter an account 
of some of the interesting things his own chapter was doing. More 
than one chapter has profited through information gained from the 
pages of the Forensic. It has learned of profitable debate questions 
and new forensic methods. It should respond by sending the For- 
ENSIC news of some of its own achievements. If you think your chap- 
ter is being discriminated against in the pages of the Forensic, 
won't you see that your national magazine is supplied news and pic- 
tures about your members? Be sure that your college paper is being 
sent to the Editor. It is the best and most constant source of infor- 
mation he has. Not half of the chapters are sending their papers. 

sien 

Be calm in arguing: for fierceness makes 

Error a fault, and truth discourtesy.—Herbert—“Temple”. 

i 
No pen can anything eternal write 
That is not steeped in shadows of the night.—Chapman. 
- 
He who speaks well is a man.—President U. 8. Grant. 


+ 


A fool is known by the multitude of his words.—Bible. 
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Pi Kappa Delta is a far flung organization—150 chapters in 35 
states and Puerto Rico. Its affairs are administered by a National 
Council of ten members. During the period between biennial con- 
ventions its important and complex business must be conducted by 
mail. It is very important, therefore, that chapters keep in touch 
with the National Council and respond promptly to all communica- 
tions. In the long two year period between conventions a chapter 
may lose contact with the national organization unless it uses the mail, 

There are various ways in which contact may be interrupted. In 
some cases the National Secretary is not given the name of the rep- 
resentative to whom mail should be addressed. In many eases the 
one who receives the mail does not reply. National officers not in- 
frequently have to write four and five times before they get a re- 
sponse, and sometimes even fail altogether. One obligation your 
chapter owes to the national organization is to respond promptly to 
official letters. A society as large as our own is vulnerable because 
of its size. It begins to break down where and when the circulation 
is impeded. 

See that your chapter keeps in touch with the national head- 
quarters. 
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What the Chapters Are Doing 


MICHIGAN BETA KEEPS BUSY 


Dear Sir: 

I have today received your October, 1935, Forensic, and immedi- 
ately put into use the names of the directory of Pi Kappa Delta. 

I noted that you emphasized throughout the Forensic advanced 
steps taken in debate circles, and made notes of any departures from 
the ordinary. I am sending you the following note: 

Olivet College, Michigan Beta chapter of Pi Kappa Delta, has all 
intercollegiate and campus public speaking activities organized and 
conducted by the students themselves. President Joseph Brewer, 
Jr., a graduate of Oxford University, helped the students organize 
a Debate Union similar to the famous Oxford Union in England. 

Resolutions are formally debated pro and con by selected speakers, 
and then thrown open to discussion from the floor, in a form similar 
to parliamentary procedure. 

Last year the Union sponsored the campus and state extemporan- 
eous speaking contest, a campus debate schedule, the intercollegiate 
debates, and the state peace oratorical contest. 

Last year one out of every five boys on the campus were regular 
debaters, and this year we hope to exceed that number. 

Thanking you again for the Forensic, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 
Wo. O. URANECK, 
Executive Secretary, Olivet Debate Union, 
Michigan Beta, Olivet College. 


-~o- 


Robert Cotner, who was in charge of debating at Henderson Teach- 
ers last year, is now at John B. Stetson University. He will be a 
busy man there as he is debate coach, dean of men, and professor of 
history and political science. 


Robert Capel, who coached at Upper Iowa for several years, is now 
in charge of forensics at Hendrix College, Conway, Arkansas. That 
college has a chapter of Tau Kappa Alpha. 


The debating at Illinois Wesleyan is this year in charge of Nor- 
man Hickman. He reports that Illinois Alpha expects to have a full 
delegation at Houston. 
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Michigan Gamma Chapter, Hope, is planning a big year in for- 
ensics. Four faculty members now guide the destinies of the chap- 
ter. To Miss Meta Koss, coach of women’s oratory, Dr. J. B. Nykerk, 


original sponsor, and Professor Clarence DeGraaf, coach of women’s 
debate, has been added Dr. Rolland Shackson, who will coach men’s 


REPORT OF MICHIGAN GAMMA CHAPTER 


debate and extempore. 

Dr. Shackson was first elected to Pi Kappa Delta as a debater 
from Michigan Epsilon Chapter; he has since been eleeted also to 
Delta Sigma Rho, and was the founder of Phi Rho Pi, national hon- 
orary forensie society for junior colleges. 

Kour colleges are sending two men’s teams each to the Hope cam- 
pus on January 24 for a multiple debate. These teams will meet 
eight Hope men’s teams in decision debates on the same evening, be- 
fore audiences composed of members of the various literary societies 
on the campus. 

The debates will be preceded by a supper for all and a double after- 
noon round of debates, so that each visiting team will debate three 
times and Hope will participate in twenty-four debates on the same 
day. Judging will be by the coach judge plan. 

Definite plans are afoot to send a delegation to Houston for the 
National Convention, and women have been promised equal oppor- 
tunities with the men to qualify for this trip. 

Hope hopes to ‘‘be there’’ forensieally this year. 


Director of Tournaments: Forrest H. Rose, Southeast State Teach- 
ers College, Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 

Chairman, Men’s Debate: Evan E. Anderson, Gustavus Adolphus 
College, St. Peter, Minnesota. 

Chairman, Men’s Oratory: John Barnes, Park College, Parkville, 
Missouri. 

Chairman, Men’s Etempore: Harold LeVander, Macalester Col 
lege, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Chairman, Women’s Debate: Leroy T. Laase, Hastings College, 
Ilastings, Nebraska. 

Chairman, Women’s Oratory: Cunera Van Emmerik, Central Col- 
lege, Pella, Iowa. 

Chairman, Women’s Extempore: J. Rice Quisenberry, Wake For- 
est College, Wake Forest, North Carolina. 


RicHARD SMITH, Secretary. 
va 
NATIONAL TOURNAMENT COMMITTEES 
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More than twenty teams entered the intramural debate tournament 
at Washburn, Kansas Beta, on the question of an R. O. T. C 


THE FORENSIC OF 
CARRYING DEBATE TO THE PEOPLE 
Continued from page 52 


the facts. The amount of time given to the statement of 
facts over radio, through the press and on the programs of 
our countless clubs and organizations warrants such a state- 
ment. College youth is concerned about this matter of stat- 
ing the facets. College youth is preparing as never before 
in America to state the facts clearly and interestingly. <A 
number of our veteran speakers are prepared to come out in 
groups and present the facts on such topies as: 

What are the effects of unemployment? 

What of the children of depression? 

What is the importance of modern chemistry ? 

Why do political changes come? 

What must be done about publie health? 

What may be the effects of relief? 

Just as in past years, our debate teams are preparing to 
present arguments pro and con on contemporary problems 
before groups over the disrict either among themselves or 
against other college teams interested in the same problems. 
Last year one of our teams was invited to meet a team from 
lowa State College before a joint session of the Iowa legis- 
lature to present arguments on the question of a one-house 
legislature at the time that the bill for such a legislature was 
before the Iowa houses. We adapt the number and length of 
speeches to local demands. This year we are prepared to 
argue the following problems: 

Should the several states provide complete medical care 
of the citizens? 

Is a written constitution a hindrance rather than a safe- 
guard to social progress? 

Should the sales tax be repealed? 

Should public utilities be owned and operated by the 
government ? 

Should congress have the power to set aside a decision of 
the supreme court? 

Is Italy justified in her move against Ethiopia? 

Should the Democrats be returned to power in 1936? 

sali 


the loeal eampus.—The Washburn Review. 
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Starting from St. Paul on January 21 a debate team representing 
the College of St. Thomas will make a tour of the inter-mountain and 
Pacific Coast sections on which it will meet in debate 30 of the lead- 
ing colleges and universities en route. The team will return on Feb- 
ruary 22. Three men will make the trip, Robert Sheran, Martin Cog- 
ley and Abraham Kaplan. The Pi Kappa Delta question will be used 
generally throughout the trip. The St. Thomas speakers are pre- 
pared to take either side of the question allowing the home team 
choice of sides. On the trip debates will be held before student con- 
vocations, luncheon clubs, church congregations, high schools, and de- 
bate squads. Ten states will be covered on the tour. 


wea ee 8 ee ee 8 ee ee 8 ee ee ee ee 
\ EXTEMPORE SPEAKING CONTESTS 
Topics \\ 


\ Men: The International Relations of the United States. 
Women: The American Stage. i 


\ 
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Mr. A. P. Fenderson, of the Collegiate Division of the American 
Liberty League, National Press Building, Washington, D. C., has 
written that his organization will be glad to supply interested de- 
baters with any of its publications dealing with the Supreme Court 
question. He also announces that the American Liberty League ex- 
pects to publish other pamphlets during the coming months which 
will also deal with this question. All requests for publications should 
be directed to the address given above. 


Mr. Ward Henderson, Southwestern, Kansas Delta, won the Kansas 
State Peace Oratorical contest. His oration was awarded third in 
the national in which twenty-one states and more than six hundred 
orations were represented. 


Prof. Herbert C. Libby, Colby, Maine Alpha, former national vice- 
president of Pi Kappa Delta writes, ‘‘As yet I don’t dare think I can 
make Houston in 1936, but who ean tell? I shall try.’’ 


Thirteen teams entered the freshman debate tournament at Mis- 
souri Theta on the question of state medical care.—The Northeast 
Missourian. 
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Delta Sigma Rho, national honorary forensic society, has recently 
amended its constitution by eliminating the words denying member- 
ship to Negroes. More than the necessary four-fifths chapter votes 
to amend the constitution were received.—The Gavel. 

Prof. Rolland Shackson, national founder of Phi Rho Pi, the jun- 
ior. college forensic society, is writing a history of that organization. 
The first section appeared in the October issue of the Persuader. In 
explanation of the initial efforts to found a new society, he writes, 
‘‘with memories of the splendid chapter of Pi Kappa Delta sponsored 
by Dr. F. B. MeKay at Michigan State Normal still fresh in my 
mind, I determined to secure for my debaters equal advantages.’’ 


Announcement received by the Editor: 
“Taife begins at forty” 
“Believe it or not” 
Marilyn Marie 
born to 
Mr. and Mrs, Clifton Cornwell 
November twenty-fifth 
Nineteen hundred and thirty-five 
Prof. Cornwell is debate coach at Missouri Theta, Kirksville 
Teachers. 


Intermountain Union College has moved from Helena to Great 
Falls. After the recent earthquake shocks the college buildings at 
Helena were so badly damaged as to be useless, and the institution 
was faced with the alternative of closing its doors or finding new 
quarters. It chose the latter and is now in session at Great Falls. 


Dr. W. F. Brewer, sponsor of Montana Beta at Montana State Col- 
lege, who was ill last year, writes that he has recovered his health 
and is again back on the job. In spite of the distance from Montana 
to Texas, he expects to be at the convention with a delegation of 
contestants. 


Miss Everin O’Brien, South Dakota Theta, Eastern State Teachers, 
won the fifteen dollar prize offered in the local W. C. T. U. oratorical 
contest. Cash prizes were also awarded second and third place win- 
ners.—The Eastern. 


Missouri Theta, Northeast Missouri State Teachers, indulged in its 
seventh international debate when it met the visiting Oxford team 
November 20.—The Northeast Missourian. 
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Mr. T. M. Beaird, of the University of Oklahoma, is now on a year’s 
leave from his university work to sponsor a project under the Works 
Progress Administration which will include a summarization and 
classification of all branches of educational speech procedure in the 
State of Oklahoma, with the subsequent formation of a standard 
course of study and a program of related activities. The survey will 
include all students in Oklahoma, from the first grade through the 
university, in both public and private schools, some 796,615 of them 
in all. While central headquarters will be located in Oklahoma City, 
there will be district headquarters in each of the six teachers col- 
leges. Many of the debate coaches in the Oklahoma Pi Kappa Delta 
chapters are associated with him in cooperating committees. Mr. 
Beaird is known to many members of Pi Kappa Delta. He has for 
years been chairman of the National University Extension Associa- 
tion’s Committee on Debate and most active in the state and national 
high school debate associations. He spoke at the last national Pi 
Kappa Delta convention in Lexington, Kentucky. 


Dr. J. Thompson Baker, Southwestern, Kansas Delta, conducted 
another debate institute in Arkansas City November 15-16. He inaug- 
urated the idea last year. This one was for high school and junior 
ecllege debaters. It was attended by over two hundred coaches and 
debaters from Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. Appearing on the pro- 
gram along with Dr. Baker were President Mossman of Southwest- 
ern; Prof. T. M. Beaird of Oklahoma University; Prof. Hess of Me- 
Pherson College; and Prof. Ingham of the University of Kansas. 
There were also debates on the Pi Kappa Delta and high school ques- 
tions and criticisms of them. The institute was so successful that it 
was voted to conduct it again next year.—The Southwestern Col- 
legian. 


For the thirteenth time the local chapter of Pi Kappa Delta is pro- 
dueing a classical play at the Institute. The play this year is the 
Roman comedy ‘‘Adelphi’’ by Terence . . . . The proceeds from the 
play will be used to send Tech debaters back to the national biennial 
Pi Kappa Delta convention at Houston, Texas, next spring.—The 
California Tech. 


The Regents of Northeast Missouri State Teachers College, Missouri 
Theta, offer an annual award of twenty-five dollars to each member 
of the team winning the debate tournament open to all college stu- 
dents who have not previously won it. Sixteen teams entered this 
year.— The Northeast Missourian. 
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College of the Pacific, California Delta, lost a decision to a con- 
vict team before a prison audience in San Quentin. Through sev- 
eral years of competition the Pacific debaters have found the ‘‘San 
Quentin University’’ debaters worthy foemen.—Pacific Weekly. 


**Marajuana Pedlers,’’ delivered by Miss Lillian Fisher, Nebraska 
Delta, of Hastings, won the state oratorical contest. Miss Fisher 
will represent her state in the interstate oratorical in Chicago in 
April.—The Hastings Collegian. 


Park, Missouri Beta, inaugurated a new type of speech contest in 
its all-school speech festival with included readings, extempore speak- 
ing, and poetry reading. Fourteen participated in the finals—The 
Park Stylus. 


While admitting students free Drake, lowa Mu, is selling season 
tickets at a dollar for its series of debates with Kansas University, 
Kansas State, Hawaii, Florida, and Iowa State—Drake Times- 
Delphic. 





Emporia Teachers, Kansas Zeta, discussed the socialized medicine 
question with Northwestern University December 11. The doctors 
and high school debaters of the state were invited guests.—The Bul- 
letin. 


Culver-Stockton, Missouri Zeta, has sponsored an intramural de- 
bate tournament for novice debaters with a prize of two dollars for 
the winning team. Six teams entered.—The Megaphone. 


Kansas Gamma and Zeta, State College and Emporia Teachers, 
discussed the discontinuance of federal relief after March 1 over 
station WIBW of Topeka on December 19.—The Bulletin. 


Wheaton, Illinois Mu, opened its forensic season with a practice 
debate against Northwestern University on the high school question 
of socialized medicine.—The Wheaton Record. 


Carlyle Beyer won the fifty dollar Randall oratorical contest at 
Hamline and will represent Minnesota Delta in the state contest.— 
The Hamline Oracle. 


Six debate teams from Kansas City University visited Park, Mis- 
souri Beta, for a practice debate session December 16.—The Park 
Stylus. 


A four state high school debate tournament was sponsored by 
Chadron Normal College of Nebraska.—The Eagle. 
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William Jewell, Missouri Delta, has been carrying on a number of 
extension debates. It has met the University of Missouri before the 
Speech Section of the Missouri State Teachers’ Association meeting in 
St. Louis and again at a forensic meeting in Bloomington, Iowa. 
These two institutions also gave a demonstration debate before the 
high school debaters and coaches in a meeting at Lexington, Missouri. 
The St. Louis debate was a women’s contest of a popular nature on 
the question, ‘‘Is it still a man’s world?’’—The William Jewell 
Bulletin. 


Prof. J. R. Pelsma, Pittsburg Teachers, Kansas Theta, was chosen 
director of the debate tournament for the Missouri-Kansas Debate 
Coaches’ Conference. The tournament will be held at Pittsburg 
about the middle of March. Each participating institution may 
enter four teams and it is expected that about twenty institutions 
will be represented.—The Collegio. 


Cash prizes of twenty-five, twenty, and five dollars were awarded 
to the winners of the intramural debate tournament at The College 
of Idaho. The prizes are donated by Hon. T. A. Walters, Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.—College Coyote. 


Six debate teams of Nebraska Zeta, Kearney Teachers, visited 
Hastings to engage in eighteen practice debates with the Nebraska 
Delta squad. There have also been practice debates with Nebraska 
Wesleyan, Midland, and Doane.—The Antelope. 


William Sener, Culver-Stockton, Missouri Zeta, won the state peace 
oratorical contest November 16. The University of Missouri won sec- 
ond, and a Negro, Augustus Lowe, of Lincoln University, third.— 
The Megaphone. 


Eighteen teams from five junior colleges participated November 
25 in the junior college debate tournament sponsored by Pittsburg 
Teachers, Kansas Theta.—The Collegio. 


Kent State, Ohio Iota, won third place in the debate tournament 
of ten Ohio colleges held in Columbus, December 11.—The Kent 
Stater. 

Culver-Stockton debaters gave an exhibition debate on using eco- 
nomic sanctions to enforee the Pact of Paris——The Megaphone. 


Robert Sheran, veteran debater of St. Thomas, Minnesota Epsilon, 
was elected president of the senior class.—The Aquin. 


A novice debate tournament sponsored by Hiram, Ohio Gamma, 
drew debaters from ten colleges—The Kent Stater. 






THE FORENSIC OF 
BOOK REVIEWS 


Basic Debate. By Keith Case. Minneapolis: The Northwestern 
Press, 1935; pp. 137. 


The author of this handbook for interscholastic debaters states that 
it is his purpose to give a more concrete and practical presentation of 
the principles and practices of debate than is offered in the usual 
course in argumentation. ‘*Thus, this manual is intended to precede, 
not to supplant, the traditional textbook.’’ 

The author holds well to his purpose. He has produced a practical 
manual with a minimum of space devoted to such subjects as induc- 
tion and deduction, topics which usually receive generous treatment 
in the average text on debating. This book tells the beginning stu- 
dent how to get started, how to collect and organize evidence, and 
how to present it in an effective manner. It offers ample evidence 
that it has been written by an experienced debater and coach. It 
should prove a useful tool in the hands of any beginning debater. 

Prof. Keith Case, the author, represented Augustana, South Dakota 
Eta, in the finals of the men’s debate tournament at Lexington in 
1934. He has since finished the work for a master’s degree Colorado 
College of Education, Colorado Beta, where he also directed foren- 
sies. He is at present head of the department of speech in the junior 
college at Garden City, Kansas. 


How to Conduct Group Discussion. A. F. Wileden and H. L. Ew- 
bank. Madison: Extension Service of the College of Agriculture, 
The University of Wisconsin, 1935: pp. 64. 


This pamphlet is written on the stated theory that group diseus- 
sion of public questions is necessary for the survival of democracy. 
‘*When the town meeting falls into decay, the government gets away 
from the people .... There is nothing equal to free debate as a part 
of political education.’’ It attempts to suggest especially to rural 
organizations how group discussions can be organized and conducted. 
It treats of four types, public discussion meetings, debate, lecture- 
forum, and informal group discussion. Practical suggestions for the 
conduct of each type are offered. This pamphlet should be useful 
to any group seriously interested in a program of discussions of 
timely and important topics. 

The authors write with the authority of experience. Mr. Wileden 
has been connected with rural extension and discussion in Wisconsin 
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for a number of years and has written a number of pamphlets and 
articles on group discussion. Prof. Ewbank is professor of public 
speaking at the University of Wisconsin and national president of 
Delta Sigma Rho. 


o 


Limitation of the power of the Supreme Court. Compiled by Julia 
E. Johnson. New York: H. W. Wilson Company, The Reference 
Shelf, Vol. 10, No. 6, 1935. 


In this volume Miss Johnson has compiled a wealth of material for 
those interested in the power of original and appellate jurisdiction 
exercised by the Supreme Court. Both the affirmative and the nega- 
tive cases are presented in brief form, along with a carefully outlined 
history of the question. The arguments presented are substantiated 
by reprints from vital articles concerning recent congressional legis- 
lation and Supreme Court decisions. 

Affirmative argument questions the constitutionality of the powers 
assumed by the Supreme Court; demonstrates the consistent opposi- 
tion of the court to laws of economie and social benefit ; and empha- 
sizes the growing tendency of the court to vitiate congressional legis- 
lation. Negative evidence attempts to prove the legality of the pow- 


ers assumed by the Supreme Court ; to show the benefits derived from 
past judicial decisions; and to reveal the liberalism of present court 
action. 

This book will be helpful to debaters and debate coaches, for it 
presents much suggestive material that will prove useful as ground- 
work for more detailed study.—W. Laverne Strausbaugh, Colorado 
State College. 


Public Speaking, Donald Hayworth, The Ronald Press Company, 
1935. 430 pages, $2.50. 


Professor Hayworth’s new text gives a good workmanlike treat- 
ment of the subject. It has been carefully planned for classroom 
use. All the speech problems usually considered in a text are taken 
up, the treatment follows the conventional lines, and the chapters 
are followed by suggestions for class exercises. 

While it would be easy to charge this text with the failure to 
introduce any original contributions to the field of speech instruc- 
tion, to do so would be to misunderstand the purpose of the book. 
A text in such a well established subject as speech must necessarily 
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follow conventional lines. There are certain problems that the in- 
structor will expect to find treated in any standard textbook. The 
virtue of this text is in the clearness of its treatment, the thorough- 
ness with which it covers the field, the acquaintance it shows with the 
best and most up-to-date material in the field, and the interest it 
holds for the student reader. It is not over-technical and it presents 
a practical program for speech work. 


Texas Christian, the Texas Zeta chapter, has been engaged in a 
program of popular debates. With Baylor University it discussed 
before the Fort Worth Roosevelt Democratic Club, whether or not 
Roosevelt should be re-elected. Before a church audience it argued 
the question of government control of cotton production against Texas 
University. In Dallas it argued the same question twice against 
Southern Methodist University.—The Skiff. 


Lois Shaner and Charles Cornwell, Missouri Theta, participated in 
a unique manner in the radio debate with Kansas State College which 
was broadeasted over station KSAC December 5. The debate was 
on the question of state medical service. The Missouri speakers re- 
corded their speeches on phonographie records which were sent to the 


station in Manhattan, Kansas, and there reproduced.—The North- 
east Missourian. 


Misses Fern Reed and Roberta Thomas, Central State Teachers, 
Oklahoma Iota, won the women’s debate honors at Winfield, Kan- 
sas, tournament. They defeated another Oklahoma team in the finals, 
the Eta chapter of East Central Teachers.—The Vista. 


Mr. Robert E. Allen, formerly coach of debate at Colorado Beta. 
Greeley, is now Professor of English at the School of Mines, Rapid 
City, South Dakota. He is coaching debate there and hopes to apply 
for a chapter of Pi Kappa Delta soon. 


Howard Sells, freshman at the College of Emporia, Kansas Iota, 
won the freshman-sophomore debate and a prize of fifteen dollars.— 
College Life. 


Latest membership number: 13863, Henry W. Calvert, Presbyter- 
ian College; last key issued, number 9827, Aidalu Butenschon, Ala- 
bama College. 








